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Words: Kato Seigo
Music: Ogawa Hirooki
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Below are very literal English translations of the words of these three songs.The first
song was the main theme used throughout the series,except for the first story. The second
was used only for the first story and was an up-tempo piece sung by the children's
choir,Hibari [Skylark]. The third song was used several times in stories 5 and 6 about
the Flma ninja and was sung over the soundtrack by Saga Naoko (I tended to think of it
as Oboro's song). The main theme was s'ng by a male singing group,the Bonny Jacks.

1) Main theme: "Edo no onmitsu wataridori”
Words:KatG Seigo
Music:0gawa Hirooki

Spy swordsman from Edo,bird of passage

Like a cloud you wander from east to west,

The setting suh stains the grass of the moor

Or is it splash of blood which once more blots that grass?
Ah,burning with righteousness,spy swordsman.

That muffled sobbing,is it the sound of insects?
Smiling beneath the moon,hair dishevilled,

Even though you do not like all this fighting,
Tolerate it,for the world, for the people.
Ah,sword of justice,spy swordsman.

Even though there was an outcry,now there is no trace
This,too,1s your skill

With your favourite horse,you lay your life on the line
Government spy,bird of passage

Ah,tomorrow,where will you be,spy swordsman.

*

2) "Onmitsu kenshi no uta"
Words: Katd Seigo
Music:0gawa Hirooki

Running hither and yon,like a whirlwind

Crossing over plains,crossing over mountains,spy swordsman
Haisshi, haisshi

Hastening on your favourite horse,uttering a warcry

You destroy evil,then ride away.

Beneath the moorland sky,there is a cloud of dust.



(iii)
Today in Ezo, tomorrow in Iga
Elusive spy swordsman.
Haisshi, haisshi
Hastening on your favourite horse,even evil gods tremble,
When you draw your sword,even fierce tigers surrender.
You give a shout of victory under the morning sky.

You earnestly intend to bring in the spring of peace
Haisshi,haisshi
Your horse neighing, a fine,clear day
Wherever the wind blows, from the east
The light of the sun is reflected in justice.

3) "Ware wa 'kage'nari shinobimono"
Words: Yamazaki Tadashi
Music: Kawakami Eiichi

Even though I am a person,l am not a person
The way of a ninja is rather heartless

In carrying out my mission,if it is called for,
I must kill my parents, abandon my children,
Ah,I am a "shadow", a ninija.

It is forbidden to love

There is only one code for a ninja

When things go wrong

We disfigure our faces and conceal our identity
Ah,I am a "shadow",a ninja.

We pass through fire and water and fly through the air,
But the reward for a ninja is somewhat empty.

Whatever we achieve,no one knows about

Like a thousand league wind, it vanishes away.

Ah,I am a "shadow", a ninja.

On page (i) is the music to the main theme with the words romanised so that you can
actually sing them if you so wish.



