Twilight Dreams
Information Sheet #4
Creating a Background for your Character
While creating a character sheet is important, it is the background of the character that brings it to life and makes the game interesting for you to play.
A background can give you people you know, both enemies and allies, things to do when you are stuck for an idea and it allows your character to be linked into other plots already within the game.

Where did you Come From?
This is the first choice you need to make. The major options are:
1. I’ve just chrysalised (turned into a Changeling from a mortal). 
This is the best option for people unfamiliar with the Changeling genre as it gives you the perfect opportunity to wander up to people and ask “Exactly why did everyone cheer when you waved that stick thing over his head” and other such odd questions. 

The other characters will tend to protect and educate newly chrysalised changelings, so it allows you to take your time getting used to everything. You can also use mortal links with other characters to make things more interesting.
2. I’ve just arrived from somewhere else.

A good option if you want to bring in an interesting background about how you traveled around Europe, fell in love with a Gypsy who was then turned into a frog by an evil witch, etc, etc, etc. And it is a great excuse for doing a funky accent.

The down side is that you have to work fairly hard to bring in connections with other characters and some backgrounds, like Dreamers and Contacts would be inappropriate at high levels if you’ve only just arrived here.
The major ‘elsewhere’ place that most characters who have chosen this option come from is England. Many have a connection to the Seelie Court of Gloucester ruled by Duke Adamant ap Gwydion, while others have connections to the Unseelie Court of Oxford ruled by the Duke Ciasifon ap Ailil. 

As the Winter plot has now come into full swing, being a refugee from all the horrible things happening to the better populated areas of the world is also a great option! Talk to Marissa if you are interested in that option.

3. I’ve been here the whole time, but you’ve never noticed me until now.

Sounds a bit flakey, but this is actually one of the most successful background choices in the game so far, with many of the most notable characters being from what is known as the “Old Court”.
The major catch with this one is that in the game history, a wave of Banality washed over Canberra in November 1999, killing many Changelings and driving most others into a 3 year coma. Most of these were kept in a rather nasty mental asylum in Holt until they recovered in November 2002. Actually that was just when they woke up as Glamour was returned to the city. Most were not rescued until April 2003 and many are still deeply traumatized by their experiences, frequently choosing not to become active in the Court again until they have recovered.

So if you’ve always been in Canberra you need to figure out how you dealt with the various background events. The up-side of all this is that you enter the world with a whole pile of characters who know you and who will generally welcome you back into active society.
Questions to Answer

There are a number of things I need to know about your character in order to run it in the game. The absolute minimum background I would recommend would be to answer the 10 questions below and then to give a one paragraph summary of anything else you’d like me to know about your character.

1. 
What are your mortal and Fae names?
2. 
Where do you live in the mortal world?
3. 
Do you stay in touch with your family? Describe them.
4. 
Where does your mortal world income come from?
5. 
Do you have any significant mentors and contacts in either the fae or mortal worlds? 
6. 
Have you ever been in trouble with the law (Fae or mortal)? 
7. 
What are your major ambitions and goals in life (fae and mortal)?
8. 
What has been your involvement with the Fae Courts in the past?
9. 
Is there anything major about your character that others would notice or know?
10. 
What is your deepest, darkest secret?

A final note on the format of backgrounds: While huge swathes of beautifully written text is fabulous, it is actually much easier to read and use a shorter, concisely written background. I would recommend one or two pages and I’m more than happy for you to use dot points.
